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New Title IX Coordinator begins work at LU
As of Jan. 7, 2019, Shaniqua 
Crawford has begun her position as 
Lawrence University’s new Title IX 
Coordinator. This position was cre-
ated at Lawrence in 2016 and has 
only recently become a full-time, 
12-month position.
The hiring of Crawford was 
a collaborative process involving 
Lawrence students, staff, faculty 
and a designated search commit-
tee. During Fall Term, an open 
forum was held in the Warch 
Campus Center Cinema in order 
to allow members of the Lawrence 
community to observe and ques-
tion the candidates for the posi-
tion. The candidates’ cover letters 
and resumes were sent out in a 
mass e-mail.
Crawford studied philosophy 
and history at the University of 
Southern Georgia. She received her 
Juris Doctor from Ohio Northern 
University Pettit College of Law. 
Through her education and various 
other experiences, Crawford has 
had experience working specifical-
ly with Title IX, Equal Employment 
Opportunity, affirmative action and 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act.
Crawford previously served at 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
as Deputy Title IX Coordinator 
Investigator and as an expert 
on civil rights. In Oshkosh, she 
encouraged diversity and inclusion 
efforts, provided consultation and 
training, investigated complaints 
and assisted the Director of Equity 
and Affirmative Action.
In her cover letter, the civil 
rights expert described Lawrence 
as an institution that “understands 
the true value of diversity and 
inclusion and is actually doing the 
work required to bring the objec-
tives of [its] statement on diver-
sity to fruition.” These statements 
include the Sexual Misconduct 
Policy, which was revised during 
the 2016-17 school year.
According to Vice President 
for Diversity and Inclusion and 
Associate Dean of Faculty Kimberly 
Barrett, “Our goal is to end instanc-
es of sexual misconduct, includ-
ing sexual harassment and assault, 
on our campus as part of our 
efforts to ensure the safety of all 
Lawrentians.”
Efforts toward this goal are 
made evident through the hir-
ing of Crawford and the imple-
mentation of the revised Sexual 
Misconduct Policy, which delves 
into the details of Title IX and the 
processes that will occur after any 
breach of consent or any instances 
of discrimination or harassment. 
In addition to policy changes, all 
Lawrence University employees 
have been encouraged to complete 
Title IX training and Bystander 
Intervention training annually.
If a member of the Lawrence 
University community feels that 
they may be experiencing any sort 
of discrimination or harassment, 
they can review the options avail-
able to them on the Lawrence web-
site where the Sexual Misconduct 
Policy is located.
There are multiple ways to 
report behaviors that might indi-
cate sexual misconduct. An indi-
vidual—with the available help of 
a Sexual Harassment and Assault 
Resources and Education (SHARE) 
advocate—may contact the Title IX 
Coordinator, complete a report or 
complaint form, contact campus 
safety, make a report to other col-
lege employees or report to law 
enforcement.
Reporting may lead to informal 
investigations but must become 
a formal process with an outside 
investigator if there is reason to 
believe that the misconduct is fol-
lowing a pattern, involves a preda-
tor of any kind or includes, threats, 
violence or weapons. Resources 
from SHARE are always available 
in any stage of the process.
Shaniqua Crawford took on the role of Lawrence’s new Title IX coordinator this past Monday.




Updates to College Ave crosswalks improve student safety
On Wednesday, Jan. 1, 
Vice President for Student Life 
Chris Card sent an e-mail to the 
Lawrence community informing 
them of updates to the pedestrian 
crossings on College Ave. 
The updates come on the 
heels of a number of Lawrence stu-
dents getting hit by cars on College 
Ave. and the nearby intersections. 
The new system includes a button 
to activate the lights to cross the 
street. 
According to Card, the new 
system is designed to reduce the 
number of times the lights are 
accidentally activated and reduce 
confusion for both pedestrians and 
approaching vehicles. 
Another new feature of the 
update is the addition of audio bea-
cons to increase accessibility for 
the visually impaired. New cross-
walk lights have also been placed 
at the southeast corner of College 
Avenue and Lawe Street and the 
northeast corner of Lawe Street 
and Alton Street.
Suggestions or questions 
about pedestrian safety can 





The new crosswalk lights require a button to be pressed before activation.
Photo by Allegra Taylor.
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News
Canada
Fourteen protesters have been 
arrested in British Columbia 
during a protest against a 
proposed pipeline across First 
Nations land. The protest start-
ed in response to a court ruling 
on Dec. 14, 2018 which per-
mitted the construction of the 
pipeline. The Wet’suwet’en are 
a group of five tribes who have 
retained control over their land 
since they never signed a treaty 
that would have given Canada 
control of their land, so this rul-
ing by the Canadian courts has 
not been well received. Elected 
First Nations officials signed 
deals with the company build-
ing the pipeline, but hereditary 
chiefs in the area have opposed 
the construction of the pipeline. 
After making arrests, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police took 
control of the area where pro-
testers were preventing access 
to the construction zone. Now 
those who attempt to enter the 
area may be arrested.
(The Guardian)
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo
The results of the election in the 
DRC which took place on Dec. 
30, 2018 have not been released, 
despite that they were supposed 
to be by Jan. 6, 2019. The pre-
sumed winner is Félix Tshisekedi 
Tshilombo, and the Union for 
Democracy and Social Progress 
(UDPS) has called for transition 
talks between Tshilombo and 
current President Joseph Kabila. 
South Africa, which is the most 
powerful member of the Southern 
Africa Development Community, 
is the country which would have 
the most ability to enforce the DRC 
to follow through with the results 
of the election, but so far has not 




On Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019, 
the Dutch foreign minister 
announced that there was 
significant evidence that Iran 
was behind two killings in the 
Netherlands. The first occurred 
in 2015 when Mohammad Reza 
Kolahi Samadi was shot. Samadi 
was working under an alias as 
an engineer in the Netherlands 
and had left Iran when he was 
accused of planting a bomb in 
the Islamic Republic party’s 
headquarters in 1981. Ahmad 
Molla Nissi was the victim of 
the other murder, which took 
place in 2017. Nissi was the 
founder of a nationalist group 
that sought to create an inde-
pendent state within Iran. The 
EU imposed new sanctions 
on the Iranians directly con-
nected with the murders and 
the military intelligence service. 
Previously, the Netherlands had 
taken action in 2018 by remov-
ing two Iranian diplomats from 
the embassy in the Netherlands. 
(The Guardian)
Guatemala
On Monday, Jan. 7, 2019, the 
Commission Against Impunity 
in Guatemala (CICIG), a UN sup-
ported anti-corruption group, 
was expelled from the country 
by President Jimmy Morales. In 
a press conference President 
Morales gave on Monday in 
Guatemala City, Morales claimed 
that the expulsion of the group 
was due to law violations. Many 
think that this move was really 
designed to protect corrupt 
politicians and Morales himself 
from consequences. This has led 
countries condemning President 
Morales. The United States used to 
be a strong supporter of CICIG, but 
there has been no comment from 
the Trump administration about 
this incident. 
(The Guardian)
A new self-serve food area in the Con-
servatory of Music opened this term fol-
lowing its installation over winter break. 
The snack area features refrigerators 
with items like sandwiches, salads and 
other quick food options, as well as a 
variety of beverages, crackers, candy 
and chips. The station will serve as a 
more accessible option for Conserva-
tory students who may not have a lot of 
time between classes to make the trek 
to the Warch Campus Center for lunch.
Photo by Allegra Taylor.
Egypt
On Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019 the 
Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities 
announced that they had recov-
ered an ancient relic that had 
been stolen from the country and 
taken to a London auction house. 
The item, a tablet carved for King 
Amenhotep I, is one of over a 
thousand artifacts that have been 
recovered by Egypt over the past  
two years. The value of the item is 
estimated in the hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars.
(CNBC)
Renovations completed on Brokaw Central
Photo by David Baldwin. Photos by Allegra Taylor.
“Ocean’s Eight”
Friday, Jan.11, 8 p.m. & 
11 p.m.
Cinema
Faculty recital: Matthew 
Michelic, viola, and 
Leslie Michelic, oboe




Monday, Jan. 14, 5:40 p.m. 
Andrew Commons, 
Perille Room
World Music Series: 
Yumi Kurosawa 
Monday, Jan. 14, 8 p.m.
Harper Hall
Visiting Artist Lecture: 
John Riepenhoff 




New on campus this term is the combi-
nation of multiple offices into one space 
in Brokaw Hall under the name “Bro-
kaw Central.” The Financial Aid Office, 
the Registrar’s Office, the Cashier, and 
Student Accounts are now all located 





Much Love, Little Lady
By Celeste Reyes
“The Museum of Homo Sapien Studies”




Aries (March 21 - April 19) - hydraulic press: ASMR 
is not even in your vocabulary, nice try. 
Taurus (April 20 - May 20) - paint mixing: you enjoy 
the nice things in life, like oil paints. 
Gemini (May 21 - June 20) - tapping: your nail beds 
are incredible, and I applaud you for that. 
Cancer (June 21 - July 22) - whispering: you pretend 
you’re not sexual, but we all know the truth. 
Leo (July 23 - August 22) - food eating/mukbangs: 
some people (including me) refuse to listen to you. 
Virgo (August 23 - September 22) - soap cutting: 
beautiful, dangerous and easily the best one. 
Libra (September 23 - October 22) - calligraphy: the 
subtle scratchy tones of ink hugging the paper. We 
get it! You like fonts!
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) - slime: calm 
down for just a minute and get off of Instagram. 
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21) - chalk-
eating: you have a calcium deficiency. 
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19) - tire crushing: 
can you even drive?
Aquarius (January 20 - February 18) - floral foam: 
sometimes you do... questionable things to the envi-
ronment. 
Pisces (February 19 - March 20) - kinetic sand: the 





So, you walk up to the doors, 
right? Except, they’re not doors. 
In fact, it’s just a hallway with an 
entrance, I don’t know why I men-
tioned doors.
So, you walk up to the entry-
way. Entryway. Yeah, that’s a good 
word. It’s an entryway, there are 
no doors. So, you go inside, and it’s 
just huge. I mean — I’ve never seen 
anything like it! The ceilings? They 
just go up and up and you- And 
the hall? The one that you kind of 
are already in ‘cause the entryway 
is just a hall, so you’re really just 
going down a long corridor—It’s 
long! So, so long!
And there’s stuff! As soon as 
you cross over the threshold of the 
non-door-having entryway, there’s 
all this old museum-worthy stuff 
just there to greet you. It’s a lit-
tle bit overwhelming. Yep, I cried. 
Well, not cried. I teared up. Or, 
maybe I entertained the thought of 
doing so. The point is, it was beau-
tiful. Just magnificent. The finest 
pieces of art, there for a regular old 
bugger like me to see. 
And it was free! Did I mention 
it was free? ‘Cause I sure feel like 
that is the most important part. It 
was free to walk through the entry-
way of that long corridor and look 
at all that fine, old art for free. What 
a world we live in, I tell ya. What a 
world. And I haven’t even gotten 
to the best part. Are you ready for 
this? I don’t think so…
I got to ride him! Yes, yes, yes! 
You are reading that correctly. I 
got to ride- well, I guess not ride. 
More like we got to go all inside 
and see what the humans used to 
be made of. It was magnificent I tell 
ya. Magnificent.
I can’t wait to see what other 
amazing experiences this old city 
has in store.
THE LAWRENTIAN
4 SPORTS January 11, 2019
Last Saturday, Lawrence’s 
women’s and men’s basketball 
teams went up against our school’s 
rival, Monmouth College. Both 
teams worked hard and played 
well, as one can see in the scores. 
The games were close matches 
with the men’s basketball team 
winning just 60-56 and the wom-
en’s team losing by only 15 points, 
66 to 51.
At the beginning of the game, 
the women’s basketball team was 
off to a rocky start, they only man-
aged to score five points in the 
whole first quarter compared to 
their opponents who scored 27. 
Starting off strong is a crucial 
aspect of sports, especially when 
considering people’s mindsets. If a 
player gets their head stuck in the 
clouds or decides to throw in the 
towel, it is game over. This would 
have been easy for the women to 
do, considering how they were 22 
points behind after the first quar-
ter with three more to go. 
Fortunately, the women’s 
team did not cast aside their deter-
mination. They scooped up their 
Lawrence pride and went to work. 
I interviewed a sophomore starter 
from the women’s team, number 
five, Maggie Gallagher. I asked 
Gallagher if her team knew that 
this was going to be a close game 
before the match started and asked 
how her team prepared for this 
game. She said, “I went into this 
game against Monmouth know-
ing that it would be tough game, 
because anytime you play a team 
in our conference it is going to 
be tough. I believe this to be so 
because of how competitive all the 
teams are. However, I do feel that 
we match up well and are a force to 
be reckoned with against any team 
in our conference. We prepared 
for the Monmouth game by having 
competitive practices and by going 
hard every day in everything we 
did and will do.” 
Then, something remarkable 
happened, something that only 
an athlete would know. It is those 
times when you are in the locker 
room with your teammates, down 
by a certain amount, and you are 
looking at the clock thinking, “This 
is how much time we have left.” 
Then the coach comes in and they 
lay it to you straight and usually 
ask questions like: “Do you want 
it?”; “How badly do you want it?”; 
“How much are you willing to push 
yourself so you can achieve it?” 
Winning is such a simple term 
and yet the hardest task to achieve, 
because you can go months with-
out it. Sure, there are small victo-
ries, skills you learn and master. 
However, consistently winning, 
now that takes all the strength you 
got. And when you do finally get 
up there, maintaining it is the next 
hardest task because one wrong 
step and you can lose that top-
tier spot. All it takes is one off day 
or one bad decision. You are one 
person, but it takes a team to win 
games. 
The women’s basketball team 
only trailed by 10 points at the 
end of the third quarter, so I asked 
Gallagher what happened during 
halftime to help the team push 
and maintain their momentum. For 
Gallagher, it was having the right 
mindset and remaining positive. 
She said, “We knew that we were 
capable of playing so much better 
than what we were showing. We 
as a team talked about some of 
the issues that occurred during the 
first half and what we had to do in 
the second half to show that we are 
capable of competing with anyone. 
For me, it was telling myself what 
happened in the first half was over. 
I needed to let it go so I could move 
on and focus on the remaining half. 
What motivated me was saying to 
myself: “Now how am I going help 
my team in second half?’”
A neat thing about basketball 
is that they get to play everyone 
in the conference twice. This is 
not a luxury all sports get. Taking 
that into account, I asked Gallagher 
what she thought she and her 
teammates need to differently next 
time they play Monmouth in order 
to get a different result and end 
up on top. Maggie said, “I can-
not wait to play Monmouth again 
to show them just how merciless 
and relentless of a team we can 
be. I think we did a lot of things 
well during that game, like having 
the stamina to push through and 
not give up when we were trailing 
behind by a lot in the beginning, 
and that is why we were able to 
comeback. One area I think that I 
need to work on is making shots 
during the game. The team’s long-
term goal is to be a top contender 
in the conference and to do so we 
need to come out stronger at the 
beginning of the games.” 
Every athlete has a reason 
for why they are playing a sport, 
whether its money, pride, loving 
the toxic fumes that come with 
competitiveness or just purely 
because it’s fun. I thought it was 
important to share Gallagher’s 
story. Gallagher started playing 
basketball in third grade and she 
still plays it because the game is 
fun to her and something she loves 
to do. She also enjoys her team-
mates, which is a crucial part to 
have especially in a team sport, but 
also in Gallagher’s because they are 
great friends and “they are what 
makes Basketball fun to [her].’”




Men’s Basketball triumphs over Monmouth
This past weekend, as every-
one was getting settled back on 
campus, the Lawrence University 
men’s basketball team played host 
to the Monmouth College Fighting 
Scots at Alexander Gymnasium. 
The team is in the thick of their 
conference schedule and are look-
ing to make a run for the confer-
ence tournament. 
The Vikings are led by a new 
coach, Zach Filzen, and despite the 
transition, the team got off to a solid 
start. Sophomore Brad Sendell said, 
“The season as a whole has been 
pretty successful for the team, as 
well as myself. Since this is our 
head coach’s first year, there have 
been some ups and downs, which 
are to be expected. I think we are 
constantly improving, which has 
been one of our goals since the first 
day of practice. Personally, I have 
had my struggles as well. Early in 
the season I was struggling to con-
sistently make shots, however, I am 
becoming more comfortable in our 
offense and playing with the guys.” 
Junior Quinn Fisher felt similarly, 
saying, “The season has been going 
well so far for both myself and the 
team. At the beginning of the year, 
there was definitely an adjustment 
period getting used to our new 
coach and system, but I feel like 
we have progressed well and have 
now reached a point where we 
are very confident going into every 
game.”
The game against Monmouth 
was tight all the way through, as 
neither team lead by more than 
nine points. The game also featured 
six ties and nine lead changes. Yet, 
the Vikings were able to pull it 
out down the stretch as senior 
George Mavrakis and Sendell made 
some clutch free throws to seal 
the Lawrence win. Sendell led the 
Vikings with 20 points while Fisher 
added 14 of his own. Mavrakis had 
five rebounds in the contest while 
sophomore Mason Materna and 
junior Tyler Klug each had four. 
With the win, Lawrence 
moves to 8-6 in the season and 
5-2 in Midwest Conference play. 
They hope to build off the win 
and power through the heart of 
their conference lineup. Fisher 
explained, “As far as goals for the 
rest of the season, as a team we 
are just trying to improve every 
day and get to the point where at 
the end of the season we are play-
ing our best basketball both offen-
sively and defensively. Also, since 
the start of the year our goal as a 
team has been to make the confer-
ence tournament (only the top four 
teams make it), so that has not 
changed.” Sendell added, “We feel 
like if we get into this mix of four 
teams and play to our potential, we 
have a legitimate shot of winning 
our conference and advancing to 
the national tournament.”
The team is starting to get in 
the groove, and they are hoping 
the Lawrence students can also 
join them for their games at home. 
“I would like to encourage anyone 
who hasn’t been to a game to come 
check one out! We appreciate any 
and all support. We hope that we 
can reinvigorate the men’s basket-
ball program and instill a sense 
of pride to the Lawrence commu-
nity!” said Sendell. 
Fisher added, “I would like to 
thank the students for the strong 
support we have gotten so far this 
year (we had a great crowd for the 
Monmouth game) and we all look 
forward to continued support the 
rest of the season. Our next home 
game is versus Beloit on Saturday 
the 19th [of January with the wom-
en’s game at 1 p.m. and the men’s 




Sophomore Julain Deguzman attempts to get open on offense early in the second half.
Photo by Caroline Garrow.
Senior George Mavrakis stays focused on the next offensive play.






St. Norbert  7-0 9-5 
Grinnell  6-2 10-4
Lake Forest  5-2 9-5
Ripon     5-2 9-5 
Lawrence  5-3 8-7
Beloit                 3-4   5-9
Monmouth  3-4 5-9
Illinois  2-6  4-11
Cornell  1-6 3-1 




Lake Forest 6-1 7-7
Ripon  6-1 7-7
Knox 5-3 8-7
Cornell 4-3 4-8 
Grinnell 3-5 5-9
Beloit 2-5 3-11
St. Norbert 2-5 3-11
Illinois     2-6 6-9




St. Norbert 15-4-1 22-6-1
Marian 12-7-1 15-10-2 
Lake Forest 12-8 16-10
MSOE               9-7-4 12-8-5
Concordia 10-9-1 13-11-1
St. Scholastica 10-9-1 13-13-2
Northland   9-10-1 11-13-2
Lawrence  5-12-3 6-16-3 
Aurora  4-14-2  4-19-2
Finlandia  0-20 0-25
UPCOMING EVENTS
ICE HOCKEY
1/11 vs Finlandia @7pm
1/12 vs St. Norbert @7pm
*The shuttle will be running to and 
from both games*
SWIM & DIVE
1/12 vs Illinois tech @1pm
Standings are courtesy of 
www.midwestconference.org
73.7
points per game for 
men’s basketball 
54.1
Points per game for 
women’s basketball
23
goals for men’s ice hockey 
this season
The sweeping swimmers
Last weekend, the Lawrence 
University Vikings swim and dive 
team travelled to Oshkosh to com-
pete in a dual meet. Both the men’s 
and women’s teams dominated the 
meet.
The women’s team won 12 
events, giving them a 165-62 vic-
tory over Oshkosh. Sophomore 
Erin Lengel won two events for the 
Vikings. Her first win was in the 
200-yard freestyle for a 2:02.25 
time. Her second win was in the 
100 backstroke for a 1:01.61 time. 
This was a personal record time 
for Lengel, and she only hopes to 
continue the trend of improvement 
as they continue to creep closer to 
their conference meet. 
Joining her with two first-
place finishes of her own, senior 
Lizzy Garcia won the 50 freestyle 
with a 26.43 time and the 100 
freestyle with a 57.66 time. Garcia 
also swam on a winning relay 
team. With this outstanding perfor-
mance, Garcia was named “Viking 
of the Week” by Lawrence’s athlet-
ics department.
Junior Elise Riggle took first 
in the 1,000 freestyle in 11:54.00. 
First-year, Mae Grahs also picked 
up a first-place finish in the 500 
freestyle with a time of 5:40.02. 
Another first-year swimmer, 
Mizuki Ohama took first place in 
the 100 butterfly, and senior Emmi 
Zheng swam for the win in the 100 
breaststroke. 
The women’s team banded 
together to sweep all of the relay 
events as well. Their winning 
time for the 200 medley relay was 
1:55.04. The 200 freestyle relay 
was won with a 1:46.26 time. 
Separate from swimming 
races, Lawrence’s own first-year 
Maddy Smith swept all of the div-
ing events. She took first on the 
1-meter board, scoring 224.60, and 
also took first on the 3-meter board 
with a score of 226.30.
Lawrence women’s swim 
team looked fierce and unbeat-
able this past weekend. They go 
into second week of winter term 
with some hard work-outs ahead 
of them. They are determined to 
swim their way to more personal 
records and maybe even some new 
school records.
The men’s swim team also 
swam away with a victory. The 
Viking men just squeezed a win 
over UW-Oshkosh with a 98-96 
final score. 
Senior Max Stahl, also 
named “Viking of the Week” by 
the Athletics department, led the 
team with a couple wins. Stahl won 
the 200 individual medley with a 
2:14.90 time and followed that with 
a first-place finish in 58.96 seconds 
in the 100 backstroke. With his 
performance in this meet, Stahl 
was named Midwest Conference 
Swimmer of the Week.
Stahl was joined by team-
mates junior Tom Goldberg, sopho-
more Anton Huchinson, and junior 
Liam Wulfman to win the 200 
medley relay with a 1:42.54 time. 
Hutchinson added to the team 
points with a win of his own in the 
200 freestyle. The winning didn’t 
stop there, as Wulfman also came 
away with a first-place finish in 
the 100 butterfly. Goldberg joined 
the long list of first-place finish-
ers with his own win in the 100 
breaststroke. 
The swim and dive team have 
three more meets before they head 
to their conference championship 
meet. The next month will be filled 
with a lot of hard work and deter-
mination. They plan to ride the 
high of the big sweep, but refuse to 
let up on any of their training. They 
have the conference championship 
meet in mind and they plan on tak-





ed on the volleyball court, it 
came as somewhat of a surprise 
to see this all-star lacing up her 
basketball shoes and dribbling 
down the court. Senior Arianna 
Neumeyer made the decision to 
join Lawrence’s women’s basket-
ball team late this winter break and 
she has zero regrets. 
New Coach, Riley Woldt, 
joined the Lawrence athletics 
department this last spring. It was 
then that he pursued Neumeyer in 
the hopes of getting her to join the 
team. He had heard about her ath-
leticism and previous experience 
on her high school varsity basket-
ball team and started to recruit 
her. At first she told him there was 
no way because she “had a tough 
schedule, would have just got done 
with [her] volleyball season, and it 
was [her] fourth year in collegiate 
sports, so [she’s] old and [her] 
body is worn down.” Once her last 
volleyball season was over, howev-
er, Woldt approached her again and 
won her over.
“He had me come in so he 
could give me the full run-down on 
the team and what they stand for… 
So, he convinced me a little bit. I 
realized I kind of missed the game,” 
said Neumeyer. Coach Woldt plant-
ed the seed that ended up taking 
root and sprouting an addition to 
this year’s basketball team. 
After this conversation, 
Neumeyer called her parents and 
they highly encouraged her to 
agree to it and join the team, and 
they weren’t the only ones. Many 
of her friends also agreed that 
she should join and continued to 
express their opinions. 
Neumeyer was the head coach 
of a local travel volleyball team 
and had to work it out with her 
assistant coach, but eventually the 
pieces fell into place and she was 
able to join the team. She started 
out as a practice player, with the 
intentions of simply helping out 
by bringing the team to an even 
10, allowing for them to actually 
practice five on five. The whole 
program had bets on how long 
she would last before becoming a 
full-time player. It only took one 
practice. 
A couple weeks of practice 
later, the team left for their St. 
Louis trip, and Neumeyer start-
ed playing as a rostered player as 
soon as they got back. It took some 
convincing, but the coach and team 
won her over. 
“The coach is amazing. He 
knows what he’s talking about, 
and he’s probably one of the best 
coaches I have ever had,” said 
Neumeyer. While it was all praise 
for the coaching staff, it was the 
team that won her over. “I love the 
team,” she said. “They were imme-
diately so welcoming of me. They 
were so excited to have 10 people 
of the team.” The team is her favor-
ite aspect of playing basketball for 
Lawrence University. They are fun 
to be around and made her feel 
like part of the team as soon as she 
stepped on the court. 
Neumeyer is having a blast 
playing basketball with her fellow 
Vikings. “I actually enjoy going to 
practice. They’re intense, but you 
enjoy it still. You learn a lot and 
have a lot of fun. We continue to get 
better with every minute we have 
with each other,” she said. 
Obviously, the goal is to make 
it to the conference tournament, 
and Neumeyer believes that is 
absolutely possible with this team. 
“We have one of the best defenses 
in the conference. If we figure out 
a couple more things, make some 
small adjustments, we will make 
it,” she said. Neumeyer believes 
that she adds some extra depth 
and her biggest strength is defense. 
Her experience in volleyball has 
increased her ability to read the 
court and make predictions of her 
opponent’s movements, which 
makes for good proactive defense. 
Neumeyer joined the team in 
the hopes of gaining great memo-
ries with an awesome team. She 
didn’t join to try and be a star. She 
joined to help the team out in how-
ever they needed her. So far, she 
has had a great experience, loves 
the team and is a force to be reck-
oned with on the court.
The Viking’s next home game 
is Saturday January 19 at 1 p.m. 
Come show some school spirit and 
cheer on the Vikings.
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Sports By the  Numbers
484
people is the average attendance 
for each men’s basketball game
316
people is the average attendance 
for each women’s basketball game
358
people is the average attendance 
for each men’s ice hockey game
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Faithful Retellings: Ora Raymond
Alumni Angle: Ronan Christman ‘13
***While we have always been told never to 
bring up money, politics or religion at the dinner 
table, sometimes it is these subjects that can lead 
to the most insightful discussions. Our perspectives 
on spirituality and religion are as different as the 
backgrounds and stories that we carry with us. This 
column will showcase students and their relation-
ships with faith and religion in hopes of celebrat-
ing the many ways in which we philosophically, 
mindfully and spiritually make sense of the world 
around us.***
Junior studio art and biochemistry student Ora 
Raymond has always found herself deeply rooted to 
the Jewish faith she was raised into. As she’s grown 
older she’s found deeper appreciation for the cul-
tural community of her faith, as well as the opportu-
nity to help young people grow in their faith. From 
her family to her travels to her education, Raymond 
has taken the initiative to cultivate that connection 
more, and to share it with the people around her.
Raymond has had the culture of Judaism at 
her fingertips since she was born. Raymond stat-
ed, “I live in St. Louis Park in Minnesota which has 
been nicknamed St. Jewish Park, so I grew up with 
Judaism all around me. My mom is actually an art 
teacher at the Jewish day school that me and my 
younger sister attended, so she was my art teacher 
too. Growing up we had Judaic studies and Hebrew 
built into the curriculum. I also took Hebrew at the 
University of Minnesota in high school, and ended 
up tutoring people studying for their bat and bar 
mitzvahs at my synagogue. So when I was younger, 
that’s how my faith was maintained.”
Flash-forward to living in Appleton, and 
Raymond still finds ways to maintain the connec-
tion to her faith. Raymond explained, “This is actu-
ally my third year teaching Sunday school at the 
synagogue in Appleton. We’re learning about the 
history of Israel with the kids, but I also taught them 
the Hebrew alphabet. They’re all in third grade now 
but when I started they were all in first and second 
grade. They keep getting bigger! They even got me 
a Hanukkah present! The present says, ‘Keep calm 
and pass the latkes.’ I’m definitely hanging that up.”
Not only does Raymond reap the benefits of 
adorable presents from her students, but she also 
has found a deeper fulfillment in helping them learn 
about the history of their own faith. Raymond stated, 
“I love being with the kids. I feel like it’s really ben-
eficial to be able to teach because I learn a lot from 
it too. Once I was explaining the Holocaust to them 
and some of them were just shocked and said, ‘Oh. 
That’s really bad.’ When you talk about things like 
the Holocaust with kids you sometimes have to learn 
to simplify things that are more complicated and 
try different ways of explaining things. I learn a lot 
about how to be a better teacher from that.”
“I’ve always been a part of this community in my 
faith. It’s just nice to be around people who you feel 
like you have something in common with,” Raymond 
stated. She went on to explain where she thinks 
that sense of community comes from. Raymond 
said, “People think there must be so many Jewish 
people in the world. But Jewish people make up 
less than .05% of the whole world. I think people 
enlarge the population because we talk a lot about 
the Holocaust, but it’s a really small group with 
very strong communities. Even though there are 
three main groups of Judaism—reform, conserva-
tive and orthodox—there is still a sense of commu-
nity between all of us and I think it’s because we are 
still a minority.”
When Raymond is not back home or in Appleton, 
she might be able to be found in Israel where she has 
been volunteering the last two summers. Raymond 
explained, “These past two summers I’ve been in 
Israel volunteering on the ambulances there with 
the main ambulance provider. They have two ambu-
lances -- my first year I rode on the Lavan ambu-
lance, or the ‘White Ambulance’. The Lavan has no 
paramedic so you’re more actively involved and 
you’re usually able to be talking with the patient. 
Last summer I rode on the trauma ambulance where 
there was a lot of action and there was a paramed-
ic with us ready to help. That first year I was in 
Jerusalem and last summer I was in Tel Aviv. In both 
places I got to work with a lot of interesting religious 
people and a lot of bad-ass people.”
Raymond has found many more ways to serve 
in connection to her faith, as she is now the presi-
dent of the Hillel group here on campus. Raymond 
explained what this role has been like for her, “I was 
kind of set up to be in the president's role because 
I worked as the vice president starting at the end 
of my freshmen year, but I really love it. We just 
met last Friday night. We usually do prayers over 
the candles and wine or the bread and wine. We’ll 
talk, do some activities and eat. I find it really relax-
ing even though I’m in charge. We’ll usually have 
the lights dimmed with the candles so everything 
feels peaceful. Friday is my most relaxing time of 
the week.”
In all her travels and all her work, Raymond’s 
faith has only grown. Her appreciation for the com-
munity her religion has given her is something that 
she believes will exist wherever she goes. Raymond 
summed this up when she stated, “My faith is some-
thing I can take with me that I’m familiar with when 
I’m in an unfamiliar place. I think that wherever 
you go in the whole entire world, you’re able to find 
Jewish communities who will take you in and give 
you a sense of belonging.”
***If you’re interested in learning about more 
Lawrentians and their spiritual journeys, come 
and read their stories that will be on display out-
side Stansbury Hall throughout the production of 
Bernstein’s Mass scheduled to be performed Feb. 
14-17. This opera tells the story of religion, doubt 





Hillel President Ora Raymond.
Photo by Anton Zemba.
As a Biology major and Environmental Science 
minor, Ronan Christman ’13 has drawn from, and 
contributed to, the incredible community spirit at 
Lawrence in the years following her graduation. 
Christman initially visited Lawrence due to an inter-
est in small Midwestern liberal arts schools and the 
knowledge that her own grandfather had been a stu-
dent at Lawrence himself. 
Christman fondly remembers the first time she 
set foot on campus: “It was one of those perfect Fall 
days—sunny and brisk with all the leaves changing 
color, the Campus Center was just being built, and I 
just knew.” Since then, many more positive experi-
ences have shaped her perception of Lawrence. 
Along with completing her studies, Christman 
especially remembers what a joy it was to be 
involved in the rowing team, to be a biology tutor 
and serve as Compost Manager for the Sustainable 
Lawrence University Garden (SLUG) club garden 
both during the school year and over two summers. 
Christman reflected, “There was such a beauti-
ful community surrounding the Garden and SLUG 
house. I still miss it!”
It was this theme of community and empower-
ment which struck Christman most about her time 
at Lawrence, and perhaps informed her involvement 
with Riverview Gardens non-profit urban farm, at 
that time only recently founded, upon graduating. 
“One of the things that I have continued to 
appreciate about my Lawrence experience is the 
power of cooperative community building. It is not 
about getting it all done yourself, but about build-
ing communities and organizations of people who 
are willing to work hard together. As individuals and 
communities, we are stronger together,” Christman 
stated.  
Working together to build a stronger com-
munity, especially for those who are often under 
served or overlooked due to socioeconomic position 
or other challenges, is certainly the cornerstone of 
Riverview Gardens’ mission. 
Job training, leadership opportunities and an 
overall sense of personal empowerment are created 
through the programs offered at the urban farm and 
hydroponics greenhouse, which were founded dur-
ing Christman’s time at Lawrence. 
Christman explained further, “[Riverview 
Gardens] was inspired by the example of other non-
profit urban farming programs across the country. 
We hoped to design a program that was unique to 
both the strengths and needs of the Appleton com-
munity.” Since its beginnings in 2011, Riverview 
Gardens has become a large part of Lawrence’s com-
munity as well. 
Frequent volunteer opportunities are offered 
for students to participate in, including the memo-
rable Welcome Week service trip which freshmen 
embark on in the fall. 
Since working at Riverview Gardens, Christman 
has moved on to work in Waynesboro, Va., where she 
serves as a Taproom Manager at Blue Ridge Bucha, a 
local organic kombucha brewery. 
Christman explained briefly what kombucha 
is made of, noting that “the base of kombucha is a 
fermented tea,” while “the end result is a naturally 
carbonated, non-alcoholic beverage that is high in 
pro-biotics.” 
Though Christman has moved far from 
Appleton, Wis., her work at the kombucha brewery 
is still influenced in part by the community experi-
ences she had while at Lawrence: “Kombucha was 
something I first learned about at Lawrence thanks 
to some friends at the SLUG house and have been 
drinking ever since,” Christman said. 
Overall, Christman has come away from her 
experience as a Lawrence student with an open 
mindset and willingness to try out new experiences. 
“Finding opportunities to work with people 
who agree, disagree, challenge and support me has 
always led me to new adventures and chances to 
broaden my understanding.  It's cliché but I have 
always found that I regret the chances I don't take 








Hidden Figures: Claire Kervin
This week I had the pleasure of interview-
ing Claire Kervin, a Visiting Professor of Freshman 
Studies. This is her third academic year. She moved 
from Boston in 2016 with her husband Graham 
Sazama, an Assistant Professor of Chemistry. 
She completed her undergraduate education 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and earned 
her English Ph.D.  at Boston University. Her second 
major in college was Spanish Language and Culture 
and she studied abroad in Oaxaca, Mexico. 
One thing students may not know is that while 
she was in graduate school, she wanted to find a way 
to keep speaking the language, so she volunteered 
with a bilingual school through Boston 826, a pro-
gram that helps kids in traditionally under served 
communities tell their stories and become published 
authors.
“Teaching Freshman Studies is a unique experi-
ence,” Kervin commented. “When classroom discus-
sion is flowing and we’re all excited by the material, 
everything is easygoing. But sometimes, especially 
when teaching texts far outside my scholarly exper-
tise, it can feel trickier, because I know I can’t fall 
back on my existing knowledge. But that’s valuable, 
because it means I get to model for students how 
to ask questions and keep learning even when it’s 
uncomfortable.”
In addition to Freshman Studies, Kervin teach-
es classes in Environmental Studies and (ENST) 
English. She developed a new humanities course for 
ENST called Environmental Justice and Citizenship, 
where students read fictional and nonfictional nar-
ratives about environmental inequities and discuss 
how we might take responsibility for those injus-
tices. 
Kervin is teaching English 150, Introduction 
to Literary Analysis, which focuses on close read-
ing while exploring fiction, drama and poetry. She 
has also developed a new advanced course for the 
English department, Multiethnic Literature, which 
she hopes to offer within the next year or two. 
As the new director of the Summer Institute, 
Kervin teaches a section of the seminar course, 
which is for incoming first-year students who come 
to campus a few weeks early. 
The different courses she teaches at Lawrence 
reflect her diverse interests and the power of stories. 
Her main interest is exploring why and how we tell 
stories and how they help us understand ourselves, 
other people and the environment.
“I try to create a classroom atmosphere that is 
rigorous and challenging but also playful and fun, 
encouraging students to be vulnerable, take risks 
and get creative. If students engage with the mate-
rial and put in the work, they will leave my class-
es better speakers, critical thinkers and writers,” 
Kervin added.
Kervin always knew she wanted to teach. 
“Growing up, I loved playing ‘school.’ Our neighbors’ 
basement had these really old-fashioned school 
desks in it, and I would make my two sisters and 
all seven of the neighbor kids sit in them while I 
lectured about topics like dinosaurs and Reading 
Rainbow,” she said. 
“Much later I decided my dream job would 
be teaching at a liberal arts college like Lawrence 
where students had the opportunity to take classes 
across the curriculum, make interesting connec-
tions between disciplines and ask big questions. 
Lawrence was actually the first campus I visited 
when I toured colleges, so it feels like things have 
come full circle by ending up here.”
After college, Kervin worked as a technical writ-
er for Epic Systems, a company that makes software 
for hospitals and clinics. She wrote training materi-
als for nurses who were new to using Epic software. 
She had to translate complex technological language 
into more accessible prose, learning clear and con-
cise writing.
Kervin has been doing vinyasa yoga for about 
fifteen years. She is currently doing a thirty-day yoga 
challenge.  She enjoys the outdoors whether hiking, 
cross country skiing or just hanging out by the lake. 
She is interested in sustainable agriculture, and 
she grows a lot of her family’s produce in her back-
yard garden. Her family has a small flock of chick-
ens, and some of them even produce green and blue 
eggs, which are really fun to find in the nest boxes. 
Additionally, she volunteers with the local chapter of 
the Citizens’ Climate Lobby to help build the political 
will to fight climate change. 
Kervin believes the best thing as a teacher is 
when students push themselves and see their hard 
work pay off.
“I am inspired every day by the other faculty 
here at Lawrence. I work with some of the brightest, 
most dedicated, creative, and generous people I’ve 
ever met. I’m also inspired by my three-year-old son, 
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When you’re creating art (or 
music, or whatever), what are 
you actually doing? Aaron was 
confronted by this question as he 
attempted to craft his admission 
essay for The Juilliard School—
possibly the nation’s most pres-
tigious and selective college of 
music. Aaron was one of my room-
mates during my senior year of 
high school at a boarding school for 
the fine arts. Due to some unusual 
circumstances, we, along with two 
others, were crammed into a dorm 
room meant for two occupants. 
Hijinks ensued, but our extreme 
proximity caused us to grow very 
close over the course of the year—
a little too close, to be frank. As 
we were all seniors, we bonded 
over the trials and tribulations of 
the college application process. We 
suffered through it together while 
supporting each other along the 
way.
Aaron and my other room-
mates were all trombone players 
who already had their hearts set on 
careers as professional musicians 
in elite orchestras. As such, they 
all applied only to conservatories 
and colleges of music. I was still 
on the fence and split my attention 
between musical and non-musical 
options. I noticed that the music 
schools, for which an audition is the 
main admission criterion, either 
didn’t require an essay or only 
requested a brief personal state-
ment. On the other hand, every 
academic school required at least 
one personal, creative essay, and 
frequently two or three. Schools 
were also becoming fond of the 
‘quirky’ essay prompt theme (47 
words on why you want to go to 
Lawrence, anybody?). My (unsuc-
cessful) University of Chicago essay 
asked me to discuss a foreign word 
or concept that is untranslatable 
into English.
So, when, along with a bat-
tery of auditions, Aaron was also 
assigned a ‘quirky’ essay prompt 
for his Juilliard application, he did 
not quite know where to begin. Why 
was this school, known exclusively 
for musical training, asking for a 
demonstration of writing prowess? 
What sort of response were they 
even looking for? To paraphrase 
the prompt: “Does an artist create 
something out of their indepen-
dent consciousness that has hith-
erto not existed, or do they serve 
as a conduit for something that 
has its origin elsewhere? Explain.” 
In other words, during the artistic 
process, is the artist actively creat-
ing something novel or merely act-
ing as a receptive channel for some 
source of inspiration? He consulted 
his roommates and an interesting 
discussion followed.
It appears to be a distinction 
without a difference—after all, 
regardless of the ultimate source, 
the art gets created, and the art-
ist’s effort is the necessary means. 
How could we ever know where 
the art really ‘comes from,’ and, 
furthermore, why would it mat-
ter? This was Aaron’s initial com-
plaint—he was frustrated Juilliard 
seemed to be asking him to tackle 
the sort of question that philoso-
phers could quibble over for cen-
turies and never settle. We were all 
stumped initially. What if it was a 
trick question, one that you were 
not supposed to take seriously? 
What if picking either side was just 
a trap? We decided that one way 
forward would be to explore the 
implications if either option were 
exclusively ‘true.’
If the latter option (artist as 
a conduit) were true, that would 
imply that, to create art, an artist 
is not actually needed—at least, 
not a rational, self-conscious and 
creative human artist. In this 
view, a zombie ninja robot could 
have painted the Sistine Chapel, 
if only it were receptive to the 
same source of ‘inspiration’ as 
Michelangelo. Furthermore, every 
action of nature could be seen to be 
‘inspired artwork.’ Trees, beaches 
and mountains are certainly beau-
tiful, and if art is considered to be 
something that appeals to our aes-
thetic senses, you could envision 
every wave or rustling of leaves as 
one of an infinity of artistic state-
ments sent from some transcen-
dent source through the medium 
of unconscious matter. This would 
lead to a view of the universe as a 
supreme work of art.
This is essentially a reli-
gious point of view—one that 
many would see as scientifically 
unfounded and leaving no room for 
the role of the self-conscious, cre-
ative individual. Who could com-
pete with an artist who is more or 
less identical to God? If, however, 
our former option were true, art 
would be an epiphenomenon of 
mankind’s self-consciousness. The 
universe would have been devoid 
of artistic content until some Cro-
Magnon decided that they really 
liked the look of the zigzag lines 
etched into their stone hand-axe. 
It is undeniable that artists 
put conscious effort into their 
work. They study techniques, put 
many hours into practicing and 
refining their skills, build upon the 
work of other artists and a frame-
work of long-standing traditions 
and usually incorporate their own 
personality and life experiences 
into their creations. The end result 
is something new that is personally 
meaningful to them, and, hopefully, 
to others as well. All this is clear, so 
why must we invoke some external 
source to explain art? 
To the best of my knowledge, 
most novel creations of man-
kind—artistic or otherwise—have 
a ‘received’ component at some 
step of the process. For example, 
the ring-like structure of the ben-
zene molecule was discovered 
by the German chemist August 
Kekulé after he dreamed of a 
group of snakes devouring their 
tails. Theoretical Physicist Albert 
Einstein credited some of his most 
influential theories to vivid day-
dreams he had while absentmind-
edly working at a patent office. The 
list of similar examples is very, very 
long. We can all admit that some-
times, great (or terrible) ideas pop 
into our heads without the slight-
est intention on our part. Some of 
those ideas can be like seeds that 




Lawrence alum inspires with 
piano recital
On Thursday, Jan. 3, Lawrence 
alumna Mingfei Li ‘17 returned to 
campus to play a piano recital in 
Harper Hall in the Music-Drama 
building. After a celebratory intro-
duction, Li approached the stage 
with grace and focus to begin 
Bach’s Partita No. 4 in D Major, 
BWV 828 with gusto. 
Li graduated from Lawrence 
with a degree in Piano Performance 
and a German minor and is now get-
ting a Masters of Music in Piano at 
Indiana University’s Jacobs School 
of Music, where she received the 
Artistic Excellence Award. This 
program involves taking lessons, 
learning piano literature, peda-
gogy, studying music history, per-
forming at recitals and more. Li 
has been featured on multiple 
Lawrence articles and blogs and 
is clearly respected as a Lawrence 
alumna. She has been praised not 
only for her playing but also her 
passion and focus. 
Wearing a long, flowing dress 
adorned with sparkling beads, 
Li sat for a few moments at the 
piano before starting. She seemed 
to leave behind outside thoughts 
during these moments and shifted 
her whole attention to the keys 
in front of her. She played very 
well-known composers such as 
Bach, Beethoven and Schumann. 
Bach’s “Partita” started out with 
the “Overture,” lively and fast, fol-
lowed by the “Allemande,” which 
changed pace to slower, sad-
der tones. Throughout the par-
tita, the tempo changed quite a 
few times, from fast to slow and 
back and forth quickly. Containing 
seven movements, the suite was a 
Baroque piece composed in 1728. 
This recital had a very classic 
and clean feel to it. Within each 
piece, every time the suite’s mood 
changed, Li’s mood and expres-
sion changed with it. Her expres-
sion and the music tones were in 
sync, showing how invested and 
attached she was to this music. In 
contrast to her flying fingers and 
her facial expressions, Li stayed 
very still throughout the perfor-
mance, with her back straight and 
still, different from other players 
who tend to sway and move dur-
ing performances. This did not 
take away from her playing, for the 
mellifluous music coming from the 
piano made up for it. 
Li’s recital was a good oppor-
tunity for current performance 
students to see what their future 
might hold. Students looking into 
graduate school had an opportuni-
ty to talk to an alumna who is now 
in a graduate program, and to get 
a glimpse of what that kind of pro-
gram would be like. It was also an 
opportunity for Li to return to her 




esque fairytale turned soap opera, 
“Crazy Rich Asians,” follows the 
adventures of Rachel Chu, a young 
American-born Chinese (ABC) 
professor who has fallen in love 
with, unbeknownst to her, one of 
the wealthiest men in Singapore. 
Whisked away to his home coun-
try, Rachel is put up against his 
equally rich family as they pre-
pare to attend the most anticipated 
Singaporean wedding of the year. 
The book is the ultimate beach 
read, full of gossip sessions set in 
decked out penthouses, shopping 
excursions, private jet trips and, of 
course, a bunch of mega-rich Asian 
socialites getting in each other’s 
business. 
Chu never thinks to search up 
on her boyfriend, Nicholas Young, 
before going with him to Singapore, 
but the thought that she should 
have begins to dawn on her when 
the couple is guided into luxury 
first-class on the plane. In fact, it 
is this naivety that allows for the 
extreme contrast between Chu’s 
modest knowledge of wealthy 
Asia, and the ridiculous excess 
that Young’s family keeps piling on 
her. She steps blindly into this new 
world, and is continually shocked 
at the malice she is met with. It’s 
not only the change of scene and 
status Rachel has to adjust to, but 
she also must endure the constant 
judgement from her boyfriend’s 
family, who would prefer him to 
be with a rich, island-born girl, not 
to mention the countless eligible 
Singaporean bachelorette social-
ites who want Young for them-
selves.
I am sure many of you have 
seen the movie “Crazy Rich Asians,” 
which was released in 2018. The 
book was only written in 2013 and 
I am here to tell you that the story 
on screen was surprisingly close to 
the novel, most likely due to Kwan’s 
close work with the filmmakers. 
The movie was close to the picture 
in my head, with Kwan’s roman-
tic and witty imagery filling the 
screen. Both are gaudy and feel-
good, but also fight the stereotype 
that all rich people are inherently 
bad, providing a refreshing view of 
the wealthy. 
Speaking of stereotypes, the 
film got major press for its all-
Asian cast. Both actors and viewers 
alike rejoiced at seeing Asian char-
acters portrayed in lengthy and 
authoritative roles. Actors such 
as Gemma Chan, Constance Wu, 
Henry Golding and popular rapper 
and actress Awkwafina, gave stun-
ning performances and presented 
us with a window into the lives of 
these storybook characters based 
on real, live, crazy and rich Asians. 
So, if you’re looking for a 
powerful commentary on wealth 
and status in Asia, a fun, feel-
good escape to another world or 
simply an easy read to take your 
mind off the impending stress of 
Winter Term, check out “Crazy Rich 
Asians” -- either the book or movie 





naturally grow into art.
We went back and forth on 
this dilemma for a while. As expect-
ed, everybody stuck to their guns 
and we didn’t reach any conclusion 
that Aaron found satisfactory. I do 
not remember what exact angle he 
decided to take with his essay, but 
apparently he did something right; 
he was accepted to Juilliard and 
will be graduating later this year! 
The essence of his ‘quirky’ prompt 
has stuck with me more than any 
I have had to slog through. Years 
later, my response would simply 
be ‘yes.’
I am fond of psychoanalyst 
Carl Jung’s concept of the “col-
lective unconscious,” or a field of 
humanity’s accumulated ideas, 
memories and behavioral patterns 
that is common to all of us and 
is ever lurking in the depths of 
our own personal unconscious. My 
view is that the artist calls upon 
both their conscious and uncon-
scious faculties during the creative 
process to create something that is 
both novel and authentic to them 
as well as reflective of humanity’s 
shared hopes, fears and dreams. 
The art is both a product of their 
own consciousness and an expres-
sion of a creative principle that is 
universal and constantly active in 
all of nature. Regardless of whether 
my view is ‘true,’ maybe the joy 
that making music with a trom-
bone brings to Aaron is an answer 
in itself. His audition probably 
told the admissions board all they 
needed to know.
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One of the most rapturously 
beautiful movies I have ever seen, 
“If Beale Street Could Talk,” cen-
ters on not what its characters go 
through, though they do go through 
quite a lot, but on the love between 
the two leads, which is the driving 
force and thematic through-line of 
the whole film. 
Starring Stephen James as 
Alonzo “Fonny” Hunt and Kiki 
Layne as Tish Rivers, the movie 
tracks the relationship between 
two black childhood friends in 
1970s Harlem as they realize their 
deep romantic feelings for each 
other as adults. Adapted from the 
James Baldwin novel of the same 
name, we follow the two 20-some-
things in a chronologically scat-
tered narrative as they fall in love, 
and in the legal process that fol-
lows when Fonny is falsely accused 
of raping a Puerto Rican woman. 
There would still be a strong plot 
without all the gorgeous shots of 
the two lovers looking longingly at 
each other or strolling down the 
strikingly lit streets of New York 
City, but those are the scenes one 
remembers best from the film, and 
that make the greatest impression. 
There are some brilliant dia-
logue-driven scenes, like when the 
two families gather after Rivers 
realizes that she is pregnant with 
Hunt’s baby, only after he has been 
arrested. The tension between 
the two mothers and between the 
two sisters is palpable and leads 
to some great lines delivered by 
Sharon (Regina King) and Ernestine 
(Tayonah Parris) as Rivers’ mother 
and sister, respectively. 
Speaking of the supporting 
cast, the characters that flesh out 
the narrative are able to exter-
nalize what the two leads often 
convey through meaningful looks 
and quiet interactions. Brian Tyree 
Henry (“Atlanta”) is heartbreaking 
in a single scene as Hunt’s buddy 
who just got out of prison, while 
King is devastating to watch as 
we follow her when she travels to 
Puerto Rico to confront the woman 
who made the claim that sent Hunt 
to jail. While she was only in one 
scene and was not given very much 
to do, Emily Rios’ Victoria does 
a lot with little in her role as the 
victim of the horrible crime that 
was definitely committed -- just not 
by Hunt. The two women convey 
in their fraught but brief interac-
tion the horrible effects of white 
supremacy on various marginal-
ized communities and identities. 
The film delves into ideas of a 
universal black experience, what it 
means to be an ally and black love, 
without sugarcoating the harsh 
reality of what the characters have 
to deal with. The film ends with a 
heartbreaking final shot that keeps 
hope alive in the form of the love 
between the two protagonists, but 
one wonders if it is enough to sus-
tain them in a world rife with such 
injustice. 
I highly recommend this film. 
It is just as aesthetically beauti-
ful, if not more so, as “Moonlight,” 
which was also directed by Barry 
Jenkins. The overall impact of the 
story when it was over left me 
overwhelmed and in tears.
In the fall of 2018, Netflix 
released the original mini-series 
“Maniac,” starring Emma Stone and 
Jonah Hill and created by Cari Joji 
Fukunaga and Patrick Somerville. 
The show has ten episodes that 
are approximately 40 minutes long, 
and it received favorable ratings, 
with an 8 out of 10 star rating on 
IMDB and a score of 82% on Rotten 
Tomatoes. With a unique setting, 
complex characters and creative 
visuals, “Maniac” presents a mov-
ing journey through the minds 
of two characters as they strive 
to overcome their problems and 
achieve meaningful, human con-
nections.
“Maniac” begins with a mon-
tage showing amoebas and cells, 
cosmos and black holes. A voice-
over by the character Dr. James 
Mantleray (Justin Theroux) 
describes the beginning of life with 
the Big Bang, how collisions of mat-
ter created the universe and how 
the need for connection still domi-
nates human life. After this open-
ing, we first meet Annie Landsberg 
(Emma Stone), a drug addict with 
a haunted past, who often steals 
coins from a newspaper dispenser 
to buy cigarettes. Soon after, we 
meet Owen Milgrim (Jonah Hill), 
the schizophrenic black sheep of 
the wealthy Milgrim family, who is 
being deposed for a lawsuit filed 
against his brother.
Landsberg and Milgrim’s 
stories collide when they find 
themselves involved in an experi-
mental drug trial at Neberdine 
Pharmaceutical Biotech. The drug 
under testing aims to eliminate 
therapy by giving patients halluci-
nations that prompt them to work 
out their problems in their minds. 
A computer, the GRTA, facilitates 
these hallucinations, with help 
from its creators, Dr. Fujita (Sonoya 
Mizuno) and Dr. Mantleray. 
As the trial progresses, their 
hallucinations intertwine while 
the GRTA becomes increasingly 
unstable. The visions they experi-
ence illuminate parts of their back-
stories and provide insight with-
out slowing down the narrative 
momentum. Even as the subjects’ 
lives become endangered through 
the trial, one can see Landsberg 
and Milgrim each struggling in 
their own ways to identify their 
problems and work through them. 
More than that, they find ways to 
help each other on their own jour-
neys. Filled with many moments 
of wisdom and heart, this show 
captures one’s attention and holds 
it in suspense until the very end.
Admirable acting perfor-
mances, especially by Stone and 
Hill, give the show another layer 
of emotional depth. The setting, 
which seems to be somewhere in 
the 80s or 90s, adds color to every 
scene. Neberdine Pharmaceutical 
Biotech appears at once futuristic 
and obsolescent with its visionary 
ideas and dated equipment. With 
the show’s narrative style, some 
viewers may feel the show leaves 
their questions unanswered, but 
that is beside the point. The show 
makes it clear from the beginning 
that it revolves around human con-
nection; thus, it involves messy 
explorations of the mind, fantastic 
action sequences and random coin-
cidences.
“Maniac” will take you for 
a wild ride, but it is well worth 
your time. The intrigue inspired 
by its unique premise alone can 
carry viewers from episode to 
episode; beyond that, the moving 
tales of the characters will deeply 
affect those who watch. Check out 
“Maniac” on Netflix for an engaging 
show with thoughtful commentary 
about human connection, redemp-
tion and life.
Film Review












One of the most surprising-
ly delightful things to happen in 
2018 was when musicians Julien 
Baker, Phoebe Bridgers and Lucy 
Dacus came together to release a 
debut EP under the name “boy-
genius.”  According to a review by 
Pitchfork, “The self-titled six song 
EP is a blueprint for how to do a 
supergroup right: elevate each oth-
er’s individual talents, seamlessly 
blend your distinct-but-simpatico 
genres and sing like hell together 
in lung-shattering harmonies.” 
Each singer has their own 
distinct style. Bridgers sings with 
warm intimacy, Baker has a tre-
mendous wall-caving belt and 
Dacus’ style is clear, dark and rich. 
The result of their collaboration 
is almost magical, as the singers 
explore topics of self-worth, grief 
and heartache. The songs are open 
and intimate, and they pulsate with 
emotional vulnerability. 
The opening song, “Bite the 
Hand,” features a lot of repetition 
with the very direct, Lucy Dacus-
esque lyric: “I can’t love you how 
you want me to.” The harmonies 
float around surrounding and 
echoing the repeated verses in airy 
contrast to the dark, rich quality of 
Dacus’ deep alto. 
“Me & My Dog” is a much folk-
ier song that seems to fit more into 
Bridgers’ song writing aesthetic. 
The harmonies are much tighter 
and echo less in this song, and 
the trio’s voice types mesh well 
together. There is a dreamy wist-
fulness to the lyrics as exemplified 
in the titular line: “I wish I was on 
a spaceship, just me and my dog 
and an impossible view.” The other 
verse, “I cried at your show with 
the teenagers,” showcases a sort of 
intimately innocent vulnerability 
characteristic of Bridgers’ previous 
works. 
“Stay Down,” a song that uses 
the metaphor of a fight as a self-
aware reminder to stay ground-
ed and be more gracious, really 
allows Baker’s giant vocals to shine 
as she belts out the heartbreak-
ing refrain, “I’ll just stay down.” 
The balance here in the song really 
leans toward Baker, and the accom-
panying harmonies of Bridgers 
and Dacus seem much more in the 
background and of a darker quality 
that matches Baker’s huge voice.
The most collaborative song is 
“Salt in the Wound.” It’s an incred-
ibly strong piece showcasing the 
strength and grit of three women 
who refuse to be messed with. The 
harmonies are incredibly tight, the 
guitar builds into a frenzy of noise 
and the song swells until it reaches 
the edges of anger towards a per-
son taking unrelenting advantage 
of their willingness to please. 
“boygenius” is a statement of 
strength and individuality. Each of 
these three women have their own 
distinct styles and voices that mesh 
powerfully together in a reminder 
that not all women with a guitar 
sound the same. 
“When our voices -- our literal 
voices, our figurative voices, sty-
listic voices -- are placed next to 
each other, you’re able to see the 
contrast very starkly,” Baker said in 
an interview with Nylon magazine, 
“and it dismantles the assumption 
that all of us sound the same.” 
“boygenius” is also a sym-
bol of positive collaboration -- of 
three women supporting each oth-
er’s unique styles and expressing 
themselves with strength and con-
fidence in the expression of their 
own emotional vulnerability.
as a writer or photographer. 
We want your voice 
in our publication.
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A case against toenails 
Not to kink shame anyone, but 
there is absolutely nothing sexy or 
sensual about feet. As one of the 
most prevalent fetishes, toe lovers 
never fail to confuse me in their 
absolute adoration for the worst 
part of the body. 
All that I am saying is that 
toes suck. But not because of their 
smelly nature or abnormal shapes 
and sizes. No, those things I can get 
over. The real deal breaker for me 
is the nail. Toenails are truly revolt-
ing, and toes would just be so much 
sexier without the toenails. 
I know it is a difficult thing 
to picture—toes without their 
shells. But bear with me here. If 
we remove the keratin roofs from 
their fleshy beds, the human foot is 
left bare and in its natural beauti-
ful state. 
What is so bad about toe-
nails, you ask? Well, let me tell you. 
Toenails harbor a litany of diseases 
and medical conditions. From ony-
chomycosis which is a fungus caus-
ing thick, crumbly yellowed nails 
to onychocryptosis which is where 
the toenail grows into the flesh 
around it, toenails attract so many 
medical conditions and diseases. 
Ultimately their removal is fully 
warranted. 
In addition to this, I will reveal 
something that I do not reveal to 
many people, however I am ready 
to come clean.  I am an individual 
who is personally affected by toe-
nail troubles, as I was born with a 
permanent disfigurement on the 
nail of the second toe on my left 
foot. The nail, instead of positioned 
flat on the toe, sticks straight up as 
if to say to the world, “Look at me! 
I’m especially hideous!” This has 
been the cause of much embarrass-
ment for my team and I. If toenails 
were taken off of feet in some sort 
of universal mass vaccination of 
feet, I would not have to deal with 
the pain and sensitivity that this 
deformity has given me. 
What is so bad about toe-
nail diseases, you ask? They are 
almost always accompanied with 
pain, itching and discoloration. In 
addition to this, traumas includ-
ing poor circulation, a stubbed toe 
and a number of other situations 
can cause the nail to lift from the 
nail bed and become extremely 
thick and brittle. These traumas 
can be as quotidian as tight shoes, 
or as dramatic as an anvil to the 
toe. Either way, human beings are 
bound to experience at least one of 
them, and therefore would benefit 
from the permanent removal of 
the alpha-keratin bark protruding 
from the already beautiful extremi-
ties enveloped in a perfectly 
smooth coating of flesh. 
So yes—foot fetishes are trou-
bling to me, but not for the reasons 
you might think. I do not have 
any problem with the unabashed 
celebration of calloused soles and 
benign corns. In fact, the foot is a 
beautiful instrument that should 
be saluted—nay, honored—for 
bearing the weight of human exis-
tence. The foot’s only downfall is 
his unfortunate locale as inferior to 
the brittle dome of fungal vegeta-
tion that obscures the foot’s seduc-
tive character. All that I am say-
ing is when we engineer the next 
Homo Sapiens to send to the edges 
of the universe, they had better not 
have toenails. 
Every year, January hits us 
hard with the “New Year, New Me” 
messaging. A tradition as time-hon-
ored as rampant consumerism and 
seasonal depression, the beginning 
of the year reminds us of all the 
goals we have failed to achieve 
the previous twelve months, and 
instills within us a fervor to get 
it right this time. The most popu-
lar resolution is some rendition of 
“get healthy” or, more overtly, “lose 
weight.” January seduces us with 
the tantalizing promise that a total 
overhaul of our body will translate 
to an improvement in our quality 
of life-- finally, when we shake that 
last ten (or twenty, or fifty) pounds, 
eat only kale, and run a 5k every 
morning, our real lives can begin.
Of course, this promise is 
patently false. If people actually 
achieved that goal, we would not 
have a mass exodus of hopefuls 
buying gym memberships and 
subscriptions to Weight Watchers 
every January. If people actually 
lost weight and kept it off, compa-
nies like that would not make the 
bulk of their business off repeat 
customers. Weight loss is a prom-
ise that dieting and exercise cannot 
fulfill; studies show that >95% of 
dieters do not succeed in maintain-
ing weight loss past two years, and 
many end up gaining past their 
initial weight as a result of slowed 
metabolism. This is the body’s nat-
ural response to famine, intended 
to protect us from starvation by 
reducing energy consumption of all 
but necessary functioning. Chronic 
dieting and weight cycling have 
also been proven to increase car-
diovascular disease risk, among 
other ill health effects.
Despite the failure of diets to 
provide any tangible results, many 
people still cling to weight-related 
resolutions in the guise of health. 
Maybe they know that Dieting 
Is Bad, but surely going to the 
gym every day or starting a juice 
cleanse will be different! The prob-
lem is, behaviors that began in the 
spirit of health can quickly become 
disordered or obsessive if they 
are fueled by the desire for body 
changes. If the behavior becomes 
compulsive-- that is, if you expe-
rience guilt or stress when you 
deviate from your exercise or meal 
plan-- chances are, you are engag-
ing in the behavior for reasons 
other than the desire for improved 
physical health. If you measure 
your progress by pounds lost, calo-
ries burned, or food restricted, you 
are using weight and energy con-
sumption as misguided measures 
of wellness.
Health is a complex journey 
that lasts throughout our lives; 
integral aspects of our wellbeing 
are often lost in the New Year’s 
resolution messaging. If you feel 
exhausted and cranky when you 
force yourself to run every morn-
ing instead of sleeping in, consider 
that a different form of movement 
might be better suited to your 
existing lifestyle. If you cancel din-
ner with friends because it doesn’t 
fit your new meal plan, you are 
missing out on social health oppor-
tunities. If your eating disorder is 
triggered by restricting or elimi-
nating food groups, going vegan for 
January is probably not the best 
idea. And in the long run, a month 
of vigorous exercise and “healthy 
eating” followed by eleven months 
of beating yourself up for not stick-
ing to the routine, is not doing 
your health any favors. If you really 
want to set health-related goals for 
yourself in 2019, focus on sustain-
ability over sweeping changes that, 
realistically, you will be unable to 
implement long-term. When you 
find familiarity and enjoyment in 
a new habit, you will be less likely 
to abandon it by the time February 
rolls around.




2018 as a whole had one of the most upsetting news cycles of the twenty-first century. Global politics and 
natural and human disasters constantly filled our feeds, and has put a bad taste in our mouths. In a time 
where it was hard to see the brighter side of anything, the Lawrentian Editorial Board has decided to compile 
a list of the more positive headlines of 2018, in hopes of affirming for our readers that optimism is just as 
valuable today as is our skepticism.
Ali Shuger
In his posthumously published final paper, Stephen Hawking taught us how to escape from a black hole -- and 
in doing so, suggested that information previously thought to have disappeared from the universe forever 
may be recoverable.
Andrew Brown
2018 showed record breaking numbers in LGBTQ+ representation in television, with 8.8% of regular char-
acters on broadcast television identifying as a member of the community, according to GLADD’s annual TV 
diversity report. Popular shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race, Steven Universe, and Netflix’s Queer Eye contributed 
greatly to representing several gay, bisexual, and transgender personalities, and for the first time, LGBTQ+ 
people of color TV personaliteis outnumbered their white counterparts.
Allegra Taylor
My hometown almost burned down but it didn’t.
Claire Zimmerman
2018 gave me the gift of hope for the future. Watching the results of the Midterm elections brought me so 
much joy. I can’t wait for the most diverse congress in history!
Madeline MacLean
The best thing to happen in 2018: the Red Sox won the World Series. The second best thing to happen in 
2018: Seattle was given the extension for the NHL, so professional hockey will be in Seattle starting in the 
2020-2021 season. I just hope their name won’t be the Sockeyes.
Nicole Witmer
I was in London for the royal wedding.
Cassie Gitkin
Due to global initiatives by NGOs and national governments, the ozone layer is now expected to be entirely 
repaired (hole-free!) by 2060. Good news for us -- and the polar bears!
Larissa Davis
While banning plastic straws is only a small step in the direction of the decrease in plastic use a, I appreciate 
how it brought publicity to the issue and increased awareness of the effects of plastic in the environment. 
Maybe plastic bags will be next!
Alex Dahl
The Films Skyscraper and Rampage were released.
Max Craig
Congress passed the “First Step Act,” which softened some criminal justice practices across the country and 
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The blank canvas of a six-week 
winter break can be intimidating 
for even the most super of seniors, 
and I found myself quaking with 
fear at the prospect of a month and 
a half of pre-winter term dread. 
Lacking the means to go abroad or 
the patience to spend time with my 
family, I decided to spend the break 
bettering myself and learning the 
skills that any self-respecting adult 
should know. Four days deep in 
a post-Thanksgiving food coma, I 
emerged, bloated and Christ-like, 
to begin my journey of sophistica-
tion. The previous two decades of 
my life had been spent eating like 
a warthog on PCP, but I was deter-
mined to eat like the most preten-
tious of Michelin reviewers when I 
returned to campus. 
Like all Lawrentians with pro-
ductive goals for winter term, I did 
nothing for six weeks and made no 
significant progress in the way of 
self-improvement. 
If I were homebound, my atro-
cious eating habits would be no 
problem at all. Nary a person on 
Earth would observe my shame-
ful practices and I could continue 
to pretend to be the Very Classy 
Boy I hope to resemble in job 
interviews. Unfortunately for the 
patrons of Andrew Commons, I 
reside on campus and continue to 
make a mess of things in the cam-
pus center at every meal. Since I 
am incapable of making positive 
changes to my behavior, the only 
solution is to erect a Cubicle of 
Shame around me in the commons. 
The cubicle would protect other 
diners from the horrific sight of my 
eating habits while simultaneously 
containing any sauces rendered 
airborne by my Bacchanal of Tooth 
and Taste. 
My flurry of biting and snort-
ing is not the full extent of my 
shame, and the cubicle will need to 
be adjusted accordingly. I also spill 
food on the floor with alarming fre-
quency and occasionally judge said 
food to be edible even after making 
contact with the ground. Naturally, 
the walls of the cubicle will need 
to extend all the way to the ground 
to hide this habit. An eight-foot 
cubicle wall should do the trick, 
although I am not opposed to the 
idea of floor-to-ceiling walls should 
the opportunity present itself. 
When I am not spilling various 
soups and salads on the floor, I am 
spilling them on myself. Even if my 
initial slip of the spoon goes unno-
ticed by other diners, the resulting 
stain takes hold of strangers’ atten-
tion, humiliating me in front of the 
Bully Birds and Rude Raccoons of 
Lawrence’s campus. “Hey Kevin,” 
my shirt says. “Look at this goober 
who keeps his soup on his shirt 
instead of in his mouth like the rest 
of us! You should call his dad and 
tell him about his soup fallibility!” 
If you have trouble envisioning the 
scenario depicted in my faultless 
writing, try imagining that your 
name is Kevin and read the pas-
sage again.
The only solution for my per-
petual shirt-related embarrass-
ment is a jumpsuit, specifically a 
jumpsuit designed for use at meals 
and nowhere else. When I need to 
eat, I will enter my innocuous eight-
foot tall, table-sized cubicle and 
don my jumpsuit. Unfortunately, 
this does not solve the problem of 
my eating habits entirely. 
The incessant gnashing and 
chattering of teeth common to my 
meals has become a sizable prob-
lem for other diners and my self-
esteem. To put it simply, there is no 
restaurant corner removed enough 
from the rest of the dining area to 
sufficiently mute the sounds of my 
chewing and grunting. Although 
the chic cubicle fuzz is somewhat 
effective in dampening sound, the 
walls of my Shame Cubicle will 
need to be outfitted with specialty 
noise-cancelling equipment. The 
collection of psychologists hired 
by my parents to improve my boy-
hood eating habits believed that my 
sound levels were roughly equiva-
lent to those of a howler monkey, 
but I will settle for equipment fit 
to handle the slobbering, tomato-
faced ravings of Lindsey Graham. 
This would also give the added 
benefit of perfecting a soundproof 
booth design that could be placed 
around Mr. Graham indefinitely. 
Like every new iPhone update, 
each improvement on my Cubicle 
of Shame brings with it a new, 
unpleasant problem that cannot 
be easily fixed. With all external 
sound being blocked by the cubi-
cle walls and soundproof equip-
ment, my eardrum-splitting noises 
will seem much louder than they 
were before. Chewing at a lower 
volume is simply not an option. I 
will need a device that can chew 
my food for me while producing 
no sound whatsoever, something 
like a food processor contained 
in an unwieldy, noise-cancelling 
case. The machine could also be 
strapped to my back with a large, 
posture-correcting cage to mas-
sage two birds with one basalt 
stone, or whatever phrase PETA 
approves.
There is just one problem 
remaining with my horrible eating 
habits: despite the introduction of 
new equipment, a new uniform 
and cubicle walls, I would still be 
able to see all of the food mis-
takes common to my typical dining 
experience. Although this could be 
solved by a pair of dark, Very Cool 
Sunglasses, I believe that the best 
solution would be provided by a 
cubicle roof to block out any light 
sources hanging over my table. A 
cubicle roof would allow me to 
consume ungodly amounts of food 
in total darkness, just like the pio-
neers! The presence of other afore-
mentioned equipment would also 
make the sudden increase in food 
accidents a nonissue. 
My eating habits have become 
such a distraction in Andrew 
Commons that the kind admin-
istrators of Lawrence University 
have informed me that I will be 
barred from graduating until I 
learn to eat like an adult. I have 
given everything I have to this 
endeavor, but I know now that I 
will never be able to improve my 
eating habits at the dinner table. 
To save my dignity and the stom-
achs of everyone within a thirty-
foot radius, I believe that a Cubicle 
of Shame should be constructed 
around my table whenever I eat. If 
the costs of constructing new cubi-
cles at every meal are prohibitive, I 
will settle for a single cubicle with 
retractable wheels that could be 
transported around campus. Any 
purchase or expense on campus 
carried out before the construction 
of my Cubicle of Shame would be a 
gross misuse of donor funds and, 
although I am technically not a law-
yer, reasonable grounds for a fif-
teen-million-dollar lawsuit.  
See you in court, Marky-Mark!
The difficulty of dating is one 
of the oldest and most quintessen-
tial jokes of this generation, right 
up there next to airplane food. We 
laugh because we all know the 
punchline: dating sucks. And if a 
comedian or a friend alike break 
out the “so one time, this guy…” 
line, we can safely assume the pair 
didn’t get married or live a blissful 
life together. Perhaps the former, 
but definitely not the latter. Suffice 
it to say, everyone has trouble 
with dating. Dating has been one 
of the most terrifying parts of my 
own quest for self-discovery, and 
has led me to realize that it really 
shouldn’t have to be this way.
Finding out that I was non-
binary and trans was terrifying on 
many levels.  Obviously, the first 
two fears were verbal and physi-
cal harassment, but the third was 
dating. Since I want to start the 
year off on a lighter note, dating 
it is. It seems that people’s dating 
and sex lives are places where dif-
ference and diversity are not fully 
accepted. People are often quick to 
claim a liberal identity but slow to 
have any actual partners who differ 
from the norm.
 The problem, in my opinion, 
lies with the fact that we are happy 
to allow different identities and 
abilities to exist, but less comfort-
able with inviting them into our 
lives. We would prefer to not have 
the hard-hitting conversations and, 
most of all, we would prefer to 
never have to consider how we 
might be a part of the system which 
hurts our partner. Most people 
choose to avoid feelings of guilt 
and shame, so it would stand to 
reason that they would avoid part-
ners who bring up those feelings. 
You might have to consider 
how to incorporate new pronouns 
into your vocabulary, which could 
mean questioning all of your 
assumptions about people and 
their pronouns. Or you might acci-
dentally invite a date to a non-
accessible venue when they need 
one and would have to think about 
the inaccessibility of our world. Or 
perhaps you tell a cruel joke with-
out thinking and have to reevaluate 
what you find funny. All of these 
things are hard for us to do in 
the society that we live in. We are 
encouraged to allow our systemic 
practices to exist.
At the end of the day, I simply 
cannot convince anyone why they 
should date outside of their com-
fort zone. Ultimately some people 
are simply too stubborn to ven-
ture outside of conventions and 
will stay firmly glued to them for 
all time. But even if you think you 
are very attached to your own dat-
ing rules, you also might end up 
in that situation anyway. Someone 
you fall in love with might be dif-
ferent than you expected, or they 
may find their true selves and leave 
your own comfort zone, or an event 
will change their lives irreparably. 
It is beneficial for all of us if we are 
open to all of the options because 
we never know who we will fall in 
love with, and that can honestly be 
to our benefit. If life was perfectly 
clear and planned out, it would 
take the fun out of living entirely.
There is a golden rule one 
must follow in human society. 
There will be countless adorable 
little furry faces that are using 
every cell in their bodies to look 
as cute as possible for you. But you 
must remember not to fall in love 
with one of them until your ability 
to take them home is secured. 
Alas, that rule is almost impos-
sible for any tiny-furball-loving 
human to follow. Including me. I 
went to a humane society, and I 
met a kitty. We had a connection 
and bonded over our shared love 
of food, and now I love this kitty. 
And yet here I am, writing this 
article without a cute tiny kitty to 
distract me. 
I truly believe universities all 
around the world need to rethink a 
crucial part of the learning environ-
ment they create for their students, 
and that is stress management. An 
environment focused on the needs 
of the student and dedicated to 
creating a place in which that stu-
dent can learn to the best of their 
ability is vital to the college experi-
ence. Within this environment, the 
ability of a student to cope with 
higher amounts of stress is crucial, 
and that is where pets can really 
make an impact. Therapy animals 
are just recently starting to make 
an impact on campuses as people 
are realizing animals truly do help 
relieve stress. But having a visiting 
therapy animal for a few hours 
during exam time is nowhere near 
enough to actually do any perma-
nent good. So then one could argue 
the justification of emotional sup-
port animals on campuses. And 
emotional support animals are 
wonderful -- they are a progressive 
advancement in the educational 
reform of colleges to focus more on 
their students’ needs. 
Now, I think colleges need to 
push even further in the realm of 
educational reform and allow all 
students to bring their pets to cam-
pus. The certification of a pet as an 
emotional support animal serves 
numerous purposes because it 
keeps a campus from having too 
many animals, as well as ensuring 
the owner is diligent and respon-
sible in their promises to properly 
care for their pet while on campus. 
I can understand why a university 
would rather have a select num-
ber of specialized pets instead of 
allowing every student the abil-
ity to bring one. But I truly believe 
if a university allowed students 
to bring pets to campus without 
approval from a medical field for 
that student´s wellbeing the posi-
tive outcomes would outweigh any 
negative setbacks. When a student 
has their pet with them on campus, 
they have a permanent support 
system and tie to home that can 
help relieve stress and bring com-
fort during the various trials of the 
college experience. 
Also when a student brings 
their pet to campus they will be 
forced to learn responsibility 
because they will be the main care-
taker of this animal. They will have 
to maintain their pet’s normal rou-
tine and keep it in good health all 
while also being a full time stu-
dent. Along with this any worries 
university staff may have about 
pets on campus would be settled 
due to the fact that the owner is 
fully responsible for the actions of 
their pet. If, for example, an animal 
scratches furniture in a dormitory, 
the student is then responsible to 
provide funds for new furniture. 
Allowing pets on campus may 
seem exciting but really it is a lot 
of hard work to be responsible for 
oneself, a rigorous curriculum, as 
well as a pet on top of that. So per-
sonally I do not believe many more 
animals than what we currently 
see now on campus would be 
added if Lawrence allowed more 
lenient guidelines for pets on cam-
pus. But with these additional pets 
would come positive experiences 
for students as they learn valuable 
skills for life after Lawrence by 
learning how to take care of their 
pets by themselves. And the invalu-
able addition of more cute animals 
to our Lawrence community would 
bring only positive impact as stu-
dents could then use their pets to 
relieve stress both for themselves 
and those around them.
LU is better with cats
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What do you predict for 2019?
Photo Poll Larissa DavisPhoto Section Editor 
“I hope it doesn’t get too cold and 
that spring stays spring. I also hope 
that it is generally a good year for 
Lawrence.” -Adrian Odamtten
“This is the year we will glow up after 
2018” -Sharon Edamala
“I don’t think this wall will go up. I 
think Congress will deny that. I think 
there will be major breakthroughs in 
our government, especially since the 
midterms elections.” -Nick Haken
“I hope it is a year for the creative 
minds—a year for discovery and tryng 
new things” -Valeria Núñez
“I predict that Bon App food won’t get 
any better.” -Michelle Alvarez
“I hope that politically, a lot of countries 
in the world get better—there is a lot 
of bad going on, like dictatorships and 
autocracies.” -Kyle Parks
